ABSTRACT. This paper is concerned with the normal structure of the automorphism group A(T) of an abelian torsion group T. The concept of the near centet of a group is introduced in order to determine all subgroups of A(T) the centralizer of which has finite index. Consequences are the fact that the finite normal subgroups of A(T) are nilpotent if T is a primary group of infinite rank, and that every normal torsion subgroup of A(T) is contained in the center of A(T) ii T is divisible.
Introduction.
The following is trivial: if 5 is a subgroup of a group X such that S < N • zX, where N is a finite normal subgroup of X and zX denotes the center of X, then the centralizer c5 of 5 in X has finite index; this implication however is not reversible.
In this article we will show that for the automorphism group A(T) of an the ring of endomorphisms of T by E(T). If A < A(f), then A -1 is the set of all ¿>-lr e E(T), where 8 £ A. Our symbols for direct sums are © and Xo; we will also need symbols for products, direct products, and cartesian products of multiplicative groups, which are II, II , and II . The set of all integers is denoted by /, the ring of p-adic integers by R , and its groups of units by R . The following is technical. 
This contradiction to (k) proves the theorem. together with Ciy -l) = 0, Lemma 3.1 and (5) we obtain that (i) A(g)/cY is finite.
(ii) r< nzA(G). n°A(Tp). n* ^v= n°^Tp>-n* ^;-it, * r p using Theorem 3.0 and the fact that zAÍTp) < nzAÍTp) = MTp) ■ ÍR* ■ lT ).
In order to establish the reverse inclusion, let y £ nzA(T) and suppose that, for some 1 < k £ I, [(<K nD2]/2 ^TjO A{DA, T, torsion.
We apply a theorem of R. Baer which states that every torsion group of automorphisms of an abelian torsion group of finite rank is finite [2, p. 52lL Hence, (10) implies that Tj is finite, and therefore so is A(£> )/cr.. Since according to 
